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On the architectural characteristics and creation of current architectural drawings
of Sohokan, Former Mikasaya-Ryokan in Minamata City
Mihiro Unoki', Manabu Moriyama?*

The purpose of this paper is to provide an architectural evaluation of the Sohokan. It is a wooden building of “Yunoko Onsen Umi
to Yuyake,” located in Yunoko. As for previous research, the report by Moriyama can be cited. However, no detailed study has yet been
conducted. In this paper, a measured survey was carried out to make the present drawings of Sohokan, and a partial restoration of the
drawings was attempted in order to clarify its architectural characteristics. The construction period and its historical background were
also investigated. Together with neighboring inns, Sohokan has supported the development of Yunoko. Its exterior employs chidori-
hafu gables, forming a distinctive landscape characteristic of the area. Sohokan shows both the common features of modern sukiya-
style architecture in the Showa period and its own unique expressions. Furthermore, its composition and design, which make use of
the site layout and surrounding scenery, demonstrate consideration for regional characteristics. It is expected that further investigation
of Hiranoya and Reisyukan, which were built in the same period, will further clarify the characteristics of the builders, regional identity,

and the architectural trends of the period.
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