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The Definition of “the Other World” on Irish and British Oral Literature
Tomoko Takaki'”

The other world on Irish folktales can be found as habitats of supernatural beings or the world where such beings exist.
Ireland has not only its rich oral traditions among the ordinary people but also medieval manuscripts written by Christian
monks that include mythical and hero tales, the stories of saints’ pilgrimages over the seas, geographical descriptions, laws
and so on. Both of the Irish treasure provide us various unique and diverse descriptions of the other world, mythical
gods/goddesses, and fairies. The author has been researching on Irish and British oral literatures to clarify the concept of the
other world, picking up the examples of the tales and classifying them. Reading the preceding researches made me notice
that the definition of the word “other world” was not always same or clear. Before the research proceeds, it is indispensable
to make the definition of the “other world” clear at first. The purpose of this report is to clarify the definition of the word

“other world” through several preceding researches.
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other world, other-world, (Also otherworld)

1. A world other than this:
a. The world to come, the world beyond the grave.
b. The spirit-land of many non-Christian peoples.
c. The world of idealism, poetry, or romance; also more
gen., a range of experiences conceived in imagination
or fantasy as lying outside the world as normally
known.

2. attrib. Pertaining or relating to the other world;

unearthly; heavenly.©
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Otherworld, otherworld. A realm beyond the senses,
usually a delightful place, not knowable to ordinary mortals
without an invitation from a denizen; the Celtic Otherworld
sometimes subsumes the Mediterranean concept of the
underworld, i.e. the realm of the dead. Evidence from all
areas of Celtic culture, from ancient to all the vernaculars,
demonstrates a belief in life materially surviving the

expiration of the body.('?)

FUATCIE, BT TEFE ORE A B2 2R T LWy
ST CH L0, FOENTHEPNRT TS Z &1 T
TRWEGHET THY ., S hORFUIRE £ HuhiER S
O F R OMEE (B 2 EE OE) 2aAET5 209,
ZLTHEREVARNBATZOL L AEEEITD EVIE
% R FELA 7L R Sk a2 2 ik CldpgR °& %
LLTBY, 2o LiEFRRo 7Y —r kT,
INSiEFEmEE WS KD EHRORHEE L EZLEZFTT
HY, HBEOMK LN IIEVER LY X, R TR
BHLZOEFICAEZHITDH LN Z LN -72L 95T
b5,



BENT, FAYDOTIL NEOMER TH D~ A v —IT.
EE [ hdi] ohc, TRE) oHEAZRO LI
ML TV D,

FRo v S N afo e —REICBWNT, 7V A
DI ARG DT A FET, HEFED otherworld D
FABFRGETHY , HICR 22 (Zo) R EZzomz
INCH D (o) RO E NS U A HEH
RBUCESS D THD, 7V FA [oMHRE] 126
ZORINITRBEL TN D, Bl T ANT v REET &
JL centar=" DT )L Z )L altar=bH O, 4 — 7 -
siu="H 5 /A —F )V ithall=[01 = 5, 2T LA
& U A M SCARICBW TOMEDNTZ, 2K L
TR B oftfux, YAV T RETY— R, U
—IVARFETCT VR T U ERRES T, B —~ DFEALT
XAZE B L, FvA Rz D380 (orbe alio) T
AT dEEC W (7730 7]1-457), (D

<A Y —OBHAD TBIZR XD (Zo) iR EZDm o
IMNTH D (o) HFROXINEE VS ¥V A SRS
BUZES L b D) W) 531X, Oxford English Dictionary
D 1.-b.0> XY R MHFEOREHMER ) Z3E L B L
TWAbDEMEMNTOND, £z, PMANRF - TN 5D
BRI R TH DL E VI Rb, v A T — Dk
HEMTDHLEZADRDD, 6T, A T —ITRIIZ
BROZ &% T b ADBWEE RFE O A 53
LIRARTND, EEOMRTIIRL, REOIR L LT
WhHEZ AL, AFE T MEHoHR) TR & xn
TWETH Y, v~ v—oFBIcX 15 3] ot
B LWIHBIEH L b0 TFEEOHR] LITELE
ATV RNE ZAITHHER LoV,

RBIZ.TANT v RERABF O TH 5 OhOgiin 13,
2 The Lore of Ireland (2006) D *“fairies” DIH TR D £ 5 1T
WBRTWND,

fairies (in Irish, si) The otherworld community that,
according to Irish folklore, inhabits the landscape side by

side with, but usually invisible to, the human race. ('?)
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