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WorkshoE 1

“Workshop on Holistic Assessment for ISATE2010"

Date: 28 September 2010 (16 : 20- 17 : 50)

Workshop Facilitator: Glen O'Grady, Director
Centre for Educational Development
Republic Polytechnic, Singapore

Good practise in student assessment should entail the use of a variety of assessment
tasks (assignments, tests, presentations, portfolios peer and self assessment etc.) rather
than rely on a single assessment tool like an examination. The challenge in using
multiple assessment tasks is how to combine the results of each assessment to form a
valid robust and “professional” judgement about students’ performance. This workshop
explores how to use a holistic approach to formulating a judgement. By using a holistic
approach, the assessment and the grading can potentially better foster, as well as
measure, deeper learning.

Woarkshop Objectives:
In this workshop participants will:
~ Discuss the potential benefits of multiple assessment methods
—  Review the different information collected from assessments.
~ Compare holistic assessment grading with analytical grading.
- Judge the value of using a holistic assessment in fostering and measuring
deeper learning.

Workshop Plan:

The workshop will be activity based. Participants will work in small teamsof Slo 7
people. Activities will include discussions, analysis of data, and presentations. There will
be four key activities.

Activity 1: What is learning?
Participants will explore different ideas and types about learning and choose a type of
learning that they think best reflects the desired outcomes of their course.

Activity 2: Different assessment methods?
Participants will examine the value of different tools for assessing students in respect to
the unigue information each tool can provide.

Activity 3: Combining Multiple Assessment Tools
Participants will discuss the rationale behind the principle of using multiple assessment
tools to assess student and become familiar with the idea of an Assessment Plan

Activity 4: Deriving a Grade from Multiple Assessment Tools

Participants will compare the pros and cons of analytical versus holistic grading schemes
when determining a final subject and compare these different approaches to grading to
the idea of professional judgement,

10
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Introduction to Problem-based Learning Workshop
30 September
Trainer: Glen O’Grady

Problem-based Learning (PBL) is an approach to teaching where student learning is
triggered by a problem and then scaffolded with the aid of a facilitator and resources. In
PBL students are taken through a specific learning process that entails students engaging
in:

e |nquiry — finding out, searching, looking up

e Analysis — looking into, organising, sorting, analysing the findings

e|nference — inferring, deducing, postulating causal relationships

e Argument — reasoning, arguing, justifying

The purpose of the workshop is to introduce workshop participants to the idea of PBL by
demonstrating a real PBL classroom.

In this workshop Glen O’Grady from the Republic Polytechnic Singapore, will

demonstrate how a PBL class works in a Polytechnic setting. The demonstration will be

11



conducted with KOSEN students and participants will see how the facilitator introduces a
problem and then facilitates students in defining the problem and specifying key learning
issues. The demonstration will also show how with the help of the facilitator students can
do team and self directed learning in addressing their learning issues. The PBL
demonstration will culminate in students doing short presentations of their learning.

The workshop will conclude with a discussion between the facilitator, participants and
students as to the effectiveness of PBL in helping students to learn.

<TFEBOHRF>
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1. Objective

The course aims to equip INCT students with intensive English oral and written skills,

and basic business communication skills to

e Acquire conversational skills for social interaction and workplace communication

Acquire fluency in simple written English for social interaction
Manage telephone communication skills for the workplace
Draft simple letters and emails of enquiries and responses for the workplace
Prepare and draft a personalised resume for job applications
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e Prepare and frame appropriate responses to commonly asked questions raised
during job interviews
2. Course Outline
The course will cover the following topics in the contexts of communicating for social
purposes, and in the workplace:
(a) Making Friends through Making Conversations
(b) Writing for Understanding
(c) Saying ‘Hello’ in the Workplace
(d) Acquiring Job Search Skills
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